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SERMON XV. 


BY REV. JOSEPH R. PAGE, 


PASTOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHUROH, PERRY, N. Y. 





LAWS FOR THE BESTOWMENT OF THE DIVINE MERCY. 


“ Be merciful unto me according to thy word.”—PsaLm 119: 58. 


THE prayer of the Psalmist was for mercy. He knew that justice 
would condemn him; that he could utter no more fearful impre- 
cation of wrath upon his soul, than to entreat God to deal with him 
in exact righteousness, in strict accordance with his personal desert. 
Like the publican, he felt that in the sight of the Lord he was verily 
guilty, and so, with the publican’s prayer, he came before his Maker: 
“God, be merciful to me, a siuner.” There was great encourage- 
ment for him to offer this prayer. In his word God had revealed 
his compassionate disposition. He had — before Moses, and 
proclaimed his name: “The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keep- 
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ing mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty.” By the mouth 
of Moses he had also said: “The Lord thy God is a merciful God; 
he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the cove- 
nant of thy fathers, which he sware unto them.” 

Encouraged by these and similar representations and promises 
of his word, David. came before God to plead for mercy to be 
shown to him: “Be merciful unto me according to thy word.” 
When this prayer was offered by the Psalmist, he possessed but 
a small] part of the divine word, as it has since been completed, 
and as we are favored with it in our day. He lived in the earl 
dawn of revelation, not only before the day of the apostles, but 
anterior to most of the prophets. What had been written, enabled 
him with intelligence and faith to 5 God in prayer for 
mercy; but as with the language of his heavenly songs, so ex- 
pressive of the various feelings of the pious soul, so with his prayer, 
it ‘is possible for the Christian believer to embody therein a full- 
ness of religious truth, and a comprehensiveness of godly emotion 
and desire beyond all that found expression in the exercises of hi 
own mind and heart. And it is to a consideration of the text, 
thus interpreted, I would to-day call your attention. I will not 
take it upon me to say, that the Psalmist meant by the expres- 
sion, “ According to thy word,” any thing more than, ‘as is pro- 
mised in thy word,’ according to the representations of the divine 
compassion, and the promises of mercy to the penitent suppliant, 
with which the word of God abounds. 

Nor do I see how it can be denied that he may have desired the 
mercy of God to be manifested to him according to the divine 
word, as it reveals the method which infinite wisdom and good- 
ness have devised to show mercy to man. He would not have 
God deny himself to show kindness to him; he would not have 
any principle of his government suspended in its operation, for his 
own individual, personal benefit; he would not have the plan of 
God, in any respect, set aside, in order that he might receive mercy. 
He earnestly desired that God would be merciful unto him; but 
he also desired, and with equal earnestness, that that mercy might 
be extended “according to” his word, in harmony with the prin- 
ciples which it reveals, as the established mode in which God will 
show mercy to his creatures. This is the idea I would to-day in 
particular, xn upon your minds. 

The pious heart would experience God’s mercy, it greatly de- 
sires the manifestations of that mercy in behalf of all God’s crea- 
tures, but not otherwise than as God is disposed to show it; if he 
has certain ways, according to which he bestows it, his people 
would not have him depart from them; if he makes it conditional, 
they would not have him remove the conditions, nor show mercy - 
where they are perseveringly and forever disregarded. They have 
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no disposition to take sides with the man who despises the offer of 
mercy, and so hopelessly perishes, against Him who has long wait- 
ed to be gracious, until his patience has been exhausted, and the 
stroke of his indignation has at last fallen upon the incorrigible, 
and consigned him to an abode of suffering, where mercy never 
comes. Not even in his own case would the believer have God 
suspend the laws of his kingdom, for the bestowment of his com- 
passion ; he would not perish, nor would he be saved at the expense 
of the divine honor, by any inconsistency or unrighteousness in 
the Great Judge. His prayer is: “Be merciful unto me according 
to thy word.” Regarded thus, the text teaches this sentiment : 

The believer desires the mercy of God to be displayed accord- 
ing to the principles revealed in his word, which control and limit 
its exercise. 

Such principles there are. In all respects God is unlike man. 
We are merciful at times, through weakness; we can not refuse a 
favor; we have not the heart to say “no” to a piteous supplica- 
tion for compassion, or we may be unable to calamn the sight of 
suffering, and so “spare the rod, and spoil the child,” or connive 
at the escape of the felon, and suffer the villain to go unwhipped 
of justice, at the expense of the virtuous community. We are 
impulsive and capricious in the exhibition of compassion; at times 
moved by an appeal in this direction, beyond all reason, and then 
again we are deaf to the most importunate supplication. Our mercy 
is apt to be strained, forced and narrow, to be lacking both in 
depth and comprehensiveness, to want fixed principles and wise 
forethought, and uniform stability. It is never thus with God. 
He is merciful not from weakness, but from goodness; not impuls- 
ively, but with eternal deliberation; not reluctantly, but from the 
unprompted compassion of his boundless benevolence; not un- 
wisely, but with constant reference to the highest welfare of the 
universe at large. 

Let us first consider four of the most prominent principles or 
laws, in accordance with which God shows mercy, and next some 
of the reasons why the believer would have these laws always 
observed. 

The first rule observed by God in showing mercy is, his own 
pleasure. As, at first, he made the universe without consulting 
any being—for none existed to admit to his counsels—so now he 
governs it in independent, absolute sovereignty. It is not meant 
by this to affirm that he is arbitrary or capricious in any thing he 
does, but distinctly to express the idea that, as the rightful pro- 
prietor of the universe, God does what he pleases with all it con- 
tains, appointing the lot and trial of every soul, exercising discri- 
mination in the bestowment of his gifts, and the exercise of his 
mercy, without giving account of his ways, to any of his creatures. 
No fact is more palpable than the differences of men’s conditions 
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in the world, not made by their own acts. Some are born in 
Pagan, some in Mohammedan, some in Christian lands, some are 
children of pious parents, and from infancy have exerted upon 
them all the enlightening, elevating and sanctifying influences of 
the Gospel; others are surrounded, from the very cradle, with 
the most debasing and corrupt companions and associations that 
can originate in infidelity and passion and crime; some are born 
to affluence, others to poverty; some are intrusted with ten talents, 
others have scarcely one. But it is not necessary to continue the 
description. Look around you and see; on every hand infinite di- 
versity characterizes the conditions of men. Who made this differ. 
ence? Not in all respects the men themselves, for it did not chiefly 
depend upon any conduct of theirs. With the Bible in his hands, 
can any man deny that it is the work of God, the direct ordering 
of his providence? If God be our Maker, if he calls us into being, 
then the time when we shall live, and the place where we shall 
live, and the parents we shall have, must be all chosen by him. 
And who, with this fact before him, can doubt that God is more 
abundant in mercy to some, than he is to others? that, as his dis- 

ensations differ in light to the world, so do they likewise in the 
Liesshage they convey to men individually ? 

To some men God gives greater blessings than to others. None 
can doubt this fact. It is equally evident that all his blessings to 
man are mercies; they come to him not in payment of a claim, 
but as the gratuitous expressions of God’s sovereign mercy. He be- 
stows them upon one man, and withholds them from another, ac- 
cording to his own pleasure. He discriminates in scattering his 
gifts; to no man does he ever act unjustly or unkindly, but some 
he favors beyond others; he appoints the time and place and cir- 
cumstances of their probation in special mercy ; and if we inquire 
why he does so? his word answers, because it seems good in his 
sight. It is the good pleasure of his own will to make a difference 
among men in the bestowment of his favor. This he claims as 
his right. ‘May I not do what I will with my own?” he asks; 
and we are assured that the reason why his mercies are specially 
shown to some rather than to others, is not to be found in any ex- 
cellence in them—for all excellence in man has its origin in God’s 
grace—but it exists in his own wise and righteous choice. 

The very idea of mercy indicates that he is under obligation to 
none to exercise it in their behalf; it could not be mercy if he 
was; it would then be justice. Mercy is a gift; it is kindness 
undeserved. This, due to no man, God claims as his prerogative, 
to dispense as he sees fit, to diversify human life by its varied 
manifestations, according to his sovereign will. Such are the 
unequivocal ss of his word. Of Jacob and Esau, be- 
fore they were born, he said, “The elder shall serve the younger;” 
and to Moses he saith: “TI will have mercy on whom I will have 
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mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have com- 
assion. 

Second. God shows mercy only through Jesus Christ. In him 
the true ladder is fixed, to use the expression of Lord Bacon, 
whereby God descends to his creatures, and his creatures ascend to 
him. The government of the universe is in the hands of the Me- 
diator. All things are ordered by him, and with reference to him. 
But for this, we do not see how the human race would be in exist- 
ence. The penalty of death, to which, by their disobedience, our 
first parents subjected themselves, would have been inflicted, and 
the family of man have perished in its infancy. The mercy shown 
to them came through the promised seed of the woman; and from 
that day to this, not one of their descendants has experienced an 
measure of divine compassion that did not flow to him throug 
the channel of the Saviour’s mediation. Every display of the 
mercy of God, in all ages and in every land of which this world 
has been the theater, alike whether it has related to the soul or 
the body, to time or to eternity, has been made with direct refer- 
encé to the work of the Only Begotten of the Father, as the Lamb 
of God slain from the foundation of the world. 

We greatly underrate the position assigned to the Redeemer, 
and our indebtedness to him, when we make the pardon of sin the 
only mercy conferred upon us for hissake. What God might con- 
sistently do for us, as a sovereign, is one thing; what he actually 
does, is another. We can readily see how God might be merciful 
tous, in various ways, even had Christ never-suffered and died for 
us; but when we open the Bible to learn how much of God’s 
mercy is, as an actual fact, shown to man without reference to the 
sacrifice of Christ, we find that there is none—that God holds no 
intercourse with earth, has no dealings whatever with his crea- 
tures, either in the way of judgment or of mercy, of providence 
or of grace, but through his Son. 

Wonderful is the divine arrangement for the consistent exercise 
of mercy. Not at the expense of righteousness disregarded, and 
law dishonored, and justice outraged, would God exhibit compas- 
sion. If there was no way to be merciful to man, without weaken- 
ing the force of the divine government against iniquity, and de- 
tracting from the holiness of his throne, and denying the inflexible 
and absolute justice of his nature, never would we experience his 
tender pity—he could not act contrary to his character, in denial 
of himself. Sin must call forth from his throne an expression of 
disapprobation, it must be followed by some unequivocal token of 
his abhorrence. Punishment is a necessity of justice. It is nota 
matter of expediency —something that can be inflicted or with- 
held, according to the fluctuating condition of men’s minds and 
circumstances; it is imperatively demanded by absolute righteous- 
ness, If sin receives no punishment, no direct manifestation of 
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the displeasure of the Sovereign, his throne parts with its justice; 
mercy triumphs over and degrades it—rectitude, absolute and in 
perfection, can not be found in the government. And this without 
any reference to the question of the bearing of punishment upon 
the interests of the governed—the character of the Governor, and 
this alone, imperatively requires its infliction; guilt must be fol- 
lowed by suffering, or the law is dishonored and justice denied, 
Oh! how dark a night does this bring to a guilty world. From 
every human habitation ascends a cloud of iniquity to hide the 
light of God’s countenance from the earth. The sinner has bro- 
ken a holy law, and its penalty dooms him toeternal death. Just- 
ice, stern and immutable, demands the execution of the dreadful 
sentence. Mercy stands weeping by, in speechless anguish ; she 
can not interpose. She can not ask God to take sides against his 
law—against himself. The blackness of despair gathers about our 
doomed race. Hark! Oh! how heavenly is the voice that scat- 
ters the darkness, and breathes words of hope to man, as the 
eternal Son of God offers himself a sacrifice for the sins of the 
guilty. ‘Lo! I come.” 
‘With pitying eyes the Prince of Grace 
Beheld our helpless grief; 


He saw, and, oh! amazing love, 
He ran to our relief. 


“ Down from the shining seats above 
With joyful haste he fled, 
Entered the grave in mortal flesh, 
And dwelt among the dead.” 


He gave himself a ransom for sinners. He voluntarily assumed 
our relations to the divine law. As the lamb bore the sin of the 
Jew—as its life was taken in testimony of his desert, and to make 
atonement for his sin—so the Lamb of God was slain for the sin 
of the world. He died on the cross to make expiation for human 
guilt. He bore our griefs, and carried our sorrows; he was 
wounded for our transgressions; he was bruised for our iniquities, 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes 
we are healed; for the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all. By the cross he won the crown. Now he is Mediator-King 
of the Universe. By him, God reigns; through him, all mercy 
reaches his creatures. For his sake, the sun gives light to us by 
day, and the moon and the stars by night; for his sake, the chang- 
ing seasons are made to minister to our comfort and welfare; for 
his sake, showers water the earth, and make it “ bring forth and 
bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater ;” 
for his sake, every blessing descends from the skies upon man, and 
for his sake, is the plea with which every pious heart enforcés the 
devout prayer to God-—“ be merciful unto me.” 

The third rule we shall notice, which God observes in show- 
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ing mercy, is to limit its highest exercise to the penitent and god- 
ly. ‘His tender mercies are over all his works.” Whatever 
may be the differences existing among men, made by the exercise’ 
of his sovereign discrimination, there is no man who has not ex- 
perienced his compassion. Some have shared it more largely than 
others, it must be confessed, but none have been excluded from its 
manifestations. Mercy has watched over every life, imparted to it 
some measure of enjoyment, prolonged its days, and mitigated its 
deserved sufferings. While this is true, it is also a fact that, in the 
divine arrangement for the exercise of his mercy, God has honored 
moral excellence; he has made a difference here, as elsewhere, be- 
tween him that serveth his Maker, and him that serveth him not. 
He has made the exercise of his pardoning mercy depend upon 
our treatment of his Son. He bas ordained as the great unchange- 
able and universal law of forgiveness, that it shall be limited to 
the penitent and believing. 

» The mercy of God prolongs our days, whether we be penitent or 
impenitent, believing or unbelieving; but the mercy of God never - 


§ pardons our sins, unless with a broken and contrite heart, we de- 


art from iniquity, and exercise faith in Christ. The scheme of 

is wisdom and grace to save sinners, makes their cordial reception 
of the trath, to form the character and govern the life, as well as to 
enlighten the understanding, indispensable to their salvation. We 
may be assured, my readers, that however much we may experi- 
ence of the divine compassion in this world, to whatever degree 
God may favor us with the tokens of his mercy, unless we repent 
we shall all hereafter perish. Unless we confess and renounce our 
sins, and accept of Jesus as our sacrifice and advocate, we shall 
meet with no mercy at the judgment-seat of Christ. Unless we be 
converted and become as little children, we shall be forever ex- 
cluded from the kingdom of heaven. 

Fourth, and lastly, God ever shows mercy with supreme refer- 
ence to his own glory. It is not meant by this to say, that he has 
no regard for the welfare of his creatures, in itself considered ; 
that he does not view their interests as an end to be sought for its 
own sake; that he does not aim to promote their well-being and 
happiness, out of love to and pity for them. But it is meant to 
affirm, that the grand and ultimate end he designs to secure in the 
manifestations of his mercy, is the glory of his own great and in- 
comprehensible name. This, his word teaches us, is the last and 
highest end of all he does. As there is nothing so intrinsically 
excellent and desirable as this, so there is nothing which he seeks 
in comparison with it. He would make himself known to the 
universe, diffuse and scatter abroad the beams of his own ineffable 
light, because there is nothing so good—nothing so blessed as this. 

e is the sum of all excellence—the fullness of all perfection. Ail 
things were made by him, and for him. The universe he created 
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that it might become the theatér whereon to display the grandeur 
and the goodness of his own adorable nature. He now reigns in 
heaven, over all worlds and beings and events, for the accomplish- 
ment of this supreme design. Listen to some of the declarations 
of his word: “For of him,” writes an Apostle, “and through 
him, and to him, are all things; to whom be glory forever and 
ever. Amen.’”’ “The Lord hath made all things for himself.” “For 
my name’s sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I 
refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off. . . . For mine own sake, 
even for mine own sake, will I do it; for how should my name be 
polluted? And I will not give my glory unto another.” “It is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
showeth mercy. For the Scripture saith, unto Pharaoh, Even for 
this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might show my 
power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout 
all the earth. Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have 
mercy. 

Thus have we considered some of the leading principles revealed 
in the word of God, according to which he exercises mercy in his 
treatment of his creatures. We have seen that he does not go out of ~ 
himself to find reasons for its exercise. Heclaims the right to be rich 
im mercy, or severe in justice, according as he pleases; to distribute 
his gifts, as we do ours, when and where and to whom we see fit, 
without holding ourselves accountable to those who have no claim 
upon us. We have seen too, that all mercy comes to us through 
Christ; that.its highest and best gift depends upon our treatment 
of the Gospel, and that the supreme end of all is the glory of 
God. We are now prepared to consider why the devout mind 
would have these principles always adhered to. 





SERMON XVI. 


BY REV. JOSEPH R. PAGE, 


PASTOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PERRY, N. Y. 





LAWS FOR THE BESTOWMENT OF THE DIVINE MERCY. 


In the preceding discourse, we considered four of the most promi- 
nent principles or laws in accordance with which God shows mercy. 
We proceed to consider : 


II. Some of the reasons why the believer would have these laws 
always observed. 
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1 The first reason we shall notice, is, Because these principles 
are inherently right. There is nothing arbitrary in them, nothing 
at variance with absolute rectitude, or in conflict with the highest 
welfare of universal being. On the contrary, they are demanded 
alike, by the nature and government of God, and the relations 
and interests of his creatures. However much they may be as- 
sailed by prejudice and pride and passion, they commend them- 
selves to the conscience of the soul. Only impiety can call in 
question the right of the Creator to scatter his blessings where, 
and when, and to whom he pleases. It would be a denial of him- 
self for God to deal unjustly or unkindly with any of his crea- 
tures, and it would be an equal denial of his clearest prerogative, 
for his creatures to murmur against the exercise of his sovereign 
discrimination in showing mercy. To say that God is under obli- 
gation in every choice of his will and act of his power to do right, 
is only to say that he is a moral being. No one doubts it. He 
may not—with reverence be it spoken—he may not act the tyrant 
in his treatment of any soul; he may not require a service be- 
yond its utmost capacity to render; he may not demand the ex- 
ercise of faculties which he has never conferred; he may not 
condemn for disobedience, when absolutely and in all senses, 1t was 
not in the power of the condemned to obey. He may not do 
this—but can he not do what he will with hisown? Where 
there is no obligation to impart to any, may he not give or with- 
hold as he sees fit—according to his own sovereign pleasure? 
Does he become a respecter of persons, because while he is unjust 
to none, he shows special kindness to some? Shall his creatures 
assume to tell him how his favors must be dispensed, what rules 
must govern him, and what can not be recognized as proper for 
him to observe? Away with such daring impiety | t not the 
creature rashly intrude into the dominion of the infinite God; 
above all, let him not deny his Maker a right, which he indig- 
nantly resents if denied to himself, that of showing favors sowee | 
ing to his own pleasure. 

Of necessity, this must be the ultimate rule observed by the 
Most High in the exhibition of his mercy. His sovereign will 
alone, is to determine whether he shows mercy atall. That de- 
cided, it now rests with him, according to his own pleasure to say, 
how that mercy shall be shown; to some, or to all; upon what 
terms, or without conditions; in perfect uniformity, or according 
to a wise discrimination. If God can not be trusted here, how can 
we confide in him as the universal Sovereign? If we can not 
recognize his right to mold us by his favors, bestowed according 
to the good pleasure of his own will, as the potter in his wisdom ~ 
fashions his clay into vessels of honor, or vessels of dishonor, 
how can we view him on his throne and not tremble? If he be, 
as his word represents, the all-wise and holy God, perfect in every 
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excellence, can we object to his declaration, “I will have mercy 
on whom I will have mercy”? Is it not better for all his crea. 
tures, individually and collectively, that he should be at perfect 
freedom to extend to them his mercy just as he pleases, rather 
than to be limited by their ideas of fitness? Is it not better to 
fall into the hands of God, than into the hands of man? Could 
God consent to part with this prerogative of his throne, and yet 
retain the reverence of his creatures? It would seem that none 
could deny the wisdom and righteousness of this principle—that 
God ever shows mercy according to his own pleasure. 

Equally right and wise is the second we considered, namely, 
that every exercise of divine compassion comes to man through 
Jesus Christ. By this arrangement many and important ends are 
accomplished. Mercy is never exercised at the expense of just- 
ice. These two divine perfections lose all their antipathy and 
blend in harmonious union to save the lost. ‘ Mercy and truth 
are met together, righteousness and peace have kissed each other.” 
There is nothing now in the highest display of the divine com- 
passion, which tends in the least degree to weaken the power of 
God’s government, as it is arrayed against all unrighteousness. 
The divine law has been honored, and the justice of the eternal 
throne made resplendently glorious by the Cross. Had the mercy 
of God pardoned the sinner’s guilt without an atonement, we see 
not how God could have been true to himself; how the essential 
perfections of his nature could have been maintained; how the 
strength of his government to favor holiness and oppose sin could 
have continued unimpaired ; how he could have preserved the rev- 
erence and obedience of the heavenly host, and, as now, filled hea- 
ven with adoring wonder, and loftiest ascriptions of sublimest praise. 

There is nothing in repentance that gives a claim to par- 
don. It does not blot out transgression, it has no power to an- 
nihilate past guilt, it leaves undisturbed the record of what has 
been. Tears can never take the place of obedience. A broken 
heart can not make amends for iniquity committed. The precept 
of the law has been violated, the penalty has become due. Just- 
ice must pay it, or lose her inflexible righteousness, If it be 
paid, mercy is clean gone forever, for the penalty dooms to eternal 

eath. In this extremity, the wisdom of God found a way for 
the exercise of mercy, by furnishing a substitute to bear in his 
person our sin. The eternal Son of God, equal with the Father, 
took upon him our nature, and drained the cup of our desert. 
With us it would have proved the death of the soul, and its 
anguish have extended through eternity. With him a few hours 
. caleneed all its bitterness. Length in us was compensated by 

breadth in him. Eternity of woe was met by infinitude of worthi- 
ness. The ocean has an extent of capacity beyond the united 
length of all rivers, And so God, manifest in the flesh, was fully 











BESTOWMENT OF THE DIVINE MERCY. 233 


competent to bear the sin of the world, which had else consigned 
an apostate race to helpless, unending misery. We see in this 
divine arrangement for the consistent display of mercy, a thou- 
sand glories. It is the most marvelous exhibition of God’s in- 
finite perfections the universe has ever witnessed. With adoring 
wonder angels contemplate the spectacle, and join the universal 
chorus of the redeemed in ascribing, “ Blessing, and honor, and 
glory, and power unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the ob forever and ever! ” 

We now come to notice the righteousness of that principle 
observed by God in showing mercy, which limits its highest ex- 
ercise to the penitent and believing. The rectitude and wisdom 
of this law are recognized by all men, even by such as deny its 
existence. No criminal is prepared to receive pardon until he 
confesses and weeps over his crime. No sinner is fit for forgive- 
ness, until he acknowledges and repents of his sin. This is at 
once the decision of conscience and the fiat of God. No govern- 
ment can treat open rebels as it does obedient subjects. So long 
as the rebellion is persisted in, must the authority set at defiance 
be arrayed against the insurgents, Until they sue for mercy, they 
are not prepared to receive it, nor can it be honorably shown. 
While, therefore, man continues his rebellion against God, while 
he refuses to acknowledge allegiance to his throne, and in effect 
openly defies him, it is in the highest degree inconsistent for God 
to pardon his transgressions. Repentance, we have seen, gives no 
claim to pardon, but it does produce a fitness to receive it. It 
changes the feelings toward the law-giver and the law. It de- 
stroys the enmity to both that formerly existed. It removes all 
implications upon the Sovereign, and gives expression to the 
language of self-condemnation. It proclaims God guiltless, and 
the soul guilty. It vindicates righteousness and honors truth, as 
it leads the sinner to approach God with the penitential words: 


“* My lips with shame my sin confess, 
Against thy law, against thy grace! 
Lord, should thy judgment grow severe, 
I am condemned, but thou art clear, 


“ Should sudden vengeance seize my breath, 
I must pronounce thee just in death! 
And if my soul were sent to hell, 

, Thy righteous law approves it well.” 


This spirit does not cancel guilt, but when it is consistent with 
the perfections of the Sovereign and the interests of his govern- 
ment, it makes all who possess it proper subjects of forgiveness. 
They can now receive pardon, and not abuse the clemency exer- 
cised, nor despise the mercy shown them, as must have been the — 
case had forgiveness been extended while yet the heart was hard 
in impenitence, and at enmity with all righteousness, 
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The same reasons that required the sacrifice of Christ for sin, 
now imperatively demand the subjection of the soul to God, as a 
condition of its actual rescue from perdition. In consistency with 
his own nature, God could not pardon sin without an atonement, 
and now that an atonement has Gon made, he can not pardon sin 
without penitence. One is just as indispensable as the other, 
and for precisely the same reasons; ay, the very sacrifice of 
Christ as the sin-offering of the world, itself makes a necessity for 
repentance to precede forgiveness. The holiness of God required 
the erection of the cross. The language it utters to the uni- 
verse is : 

“Sin is that abominable thing which God hates. Against it all 
his nature rises in indignation, all the resources of his government 
are pledged, every perfection of his being is arrayed. It shall 
never go unpunished, never escape the vengeance of the Almighty, 
Though it appear in heaven among the angels, they shall be cast 
down to the pit, there to be reserved in chains of darkness unto 
the judgment of the great day. Though it lift up the voice of 
blasphemy in hell, there shall the hand of God let loose upon it 
the unquenchable fire of his wrath, to light up all its gloomy 
caverns with lurid flame. On earth the setting up of its rebellious 
banner shall be followed by all woes, and agonies, and death. 
Even the spotless soul of the holy Jesus shall not escape the 
awful anguish of sacrifice, when voluntarily standing in the law- 
place of the sinner.” 

And if such be the language of the cross, oh! how can God 
thereafter treat sin as a matter of but little moment? How can 
he overlook in the guilty, that which led him to withdraw the 
light of his presence from the guiltless, and leave him alone and 
in darkness to die? How can he deliver the incorrigible sinner, 
when he “spared not” his only-begotten Son? 

Is it not apparent from these observations, that there exists a 
moral necessity for the law of divine mercy we are considering? 
Could God extend his pardoning mercy to all the guilty, irrespect- 
ive of their moral character and conduct, and maintain the honor 
of his name and holiness of his throne? Could he make no dif- 
ference in his treatment of the rebellious and the obedient, and 
continue to receive the reverence and the adoration of all the 
inhabitants of the heavenly world? Could he do so and not for- 
feit the respect of his creatures, even of the pardoned them- 
selves ? 

Equally righteous is his ultimate design in the manifestation of 
mercy, the glory of his own great and incomprehensible name. 
It is as wise in him to seek the best and highest end the universe 
affords, as it is in us, and this is the reason why he acts as he 
does. Not because it is his glory, but because it is the greatest 
glory, he would glorify himself. From a necessity of nature, 
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God never can be selfish, he never can sacrifice a greater interest 
to a less, because the: less is his, while the greater pertains to 
others. In no single instance can this ever be true. As God 
conprehends in himself a greater degree and extent of excellence 
than all his creatures possess; so, whatever relates to him is of 
infinitely more importance and value, than all that relates to 
them. He is the only uncreated being, before all worlds he ex- 
isted, in the depths of a past eternity, ere the song of the morning 
stars was heard, alone in the solitude of an unpeopled universe, 
of chaos, undisturbed and empty, he dwelt in the fullness of 
every perfection of his nature. What motive could then have 
influenced him to put forth his power and call creation into exist- 
ence, but a desire to make himself known? 'To communicate 
something of the excellence of his own being, to scatter a portion 
of its brightness and blessedness throughout immeasurable space, 
and what better, higher end can he now seek in the government 
of his boundless empire, which he was thus led to create? For 
his pleasure—to glorify himself, all things were made by him at 
first, and it is right that the same end should now actuate all 
creatures, and himself in all their acts. 

We have thus seen, that the laws in accordance with which 
God exercises mercy, are inherently right. We see not how God 
could do otherwise than observe them. They are demanded by 
every consideration that can address a moral being. And for this 
reason, the believing soul would not have God set them aside, 
he would not have the Most High disregard them in the bestow- 
ment of his favors. Once this consideration might have possessed 
little or no influence over him, but now he loves righteousness, 
and hates iniquity. Above every other desire, is the passion of 
his soul that the honor and holiness of God may appear in all 
things. Dearer is this to his heart, than every thing else beside, 
than the welfare of the human race, the happiness of his family 
and.friends, the salvation of his own soul. He brings all things 
in subordination to the righteousness of God, the integrity of his 
throne. Whatever comes in conflict with this, the divine honor, 
he is ready to relinquish—with his own hand to sacrifice. Had 
he but one prayer to offer, was he limited by the divine will to a 
single petition, that would ever be heard from him by his Maker, 
from the fullness of his bursting heart, his lips would utter: “ Let 
God be glorified.” 

He would not perish, he is not willing to be cast off and dis- 
owned by his heavenly Father. God does not require it of him. 
He supplicates the compassion of his Maker, he bows before 
him in prayer: “ Be merciful unto me —s to thy word.” 
He would receive God’s mercy, and he would receive it in 
God’s way. He does not ask any display of divine compassion 
in his behalf, contrary to the established method which God pur- 











236 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


sues in bestowing it. He would not have God dishonor himself 
to be gracious to him. He leaves all to his sovereign pleasure, 
as he pleads that according to his own penitence and faith God 
will pardon his sins, through the sacrifice of his dear Son, for the 
glory of his own great name. 

The second reason we shall consider, why the believer desires the 
mercy of God to be displayed according to the principles revealed 
in his word, as governing in its bestowment is, because otherwise 
its exercise would do more evil than good. No righteous principle 
can be sacrificed by any ruler without inflicting injury upon the 
interests of the government and its subjects, and especially is this 
true in the exercise of mercy. Frequent and capricious exercises 
of the pardoning power are most injurious to the welfare of any 
state. They strongly militate against the sanctity of law and the 
restraint of crime, and the security of the person and property of 
the citizen. Greater evils would result to the universe at large, if 
in the administration of his government, God should depart from 
his great law of forgiveness, as it requires the previous exercise of 
repentance. I speak not now of the reproach it would bring upon 
his honor and government—that we have already noticed. I speak 
of the evils that would inevitably and sorely rest upon his crea- 
tures. If God should make no difference between the righteous 
and the wicked, the proud rebel and the broken-hearted penitent, 
where would be the security of his people from the violence of the 
vicious and the vile? What restraint would his government pos- 
sess over the fierce passions of ungodly men? Where in all the 
wide universe would there be one sacred inclosure into which sin 
could not intrude its loathsome presence? Such a sanctuary now 
exists, 

There is a heavenly land, somewhere in the regions of immensi- 
ty, into which, it is written, “ There shall in no wise enter any thing 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination or maketh 
a lie.” It is the home of the pure in heart. “ Holiness to the 
Lord” is inscribed upon all things there. Upon this, his father’s 
house, the eye of the believer in Jesus is fixed while here on earth. 
He earnestly desires to be found fit, by divine grace, for that, glo- 
rious abode, when he shall be called from time into eternity. This 
hope sustains him in all his trials, and comforts him in all his 
afflictions ; it is the anchor of his soul, holding it sure and stead- 
fast, when the winds and the waves of temptation, with fiercest 
power, threaten its destruction. When worn and faint with un- 
ceasing conflict, and disheartened and pained by the abounding 
of iniquity on every hand, oh! how sweet to the child of God, is 
the thought that there is a land where the “ wicked cease from 
troubling and the weary are at rest.” The purity of heaven is 
dear to the heart of every believer in Christ, and for this reason 
he would not have God disregard the principles of the Gospel in 
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the exhibition of mercy. He would not have the penitent and the 
impenitent, the pure and the vile, equal heirs to an heavenly 
inheritance. He would not have the heavenly character of the 
future world destroyed by making it like this, the common abode 
of all classes, whether good or bad. In his view, far greater evils 
would result from such a display of mercy, than are involved in 
the destruction of the phi To blot heaven from the map of 
the universe, to give unbridled license to iniquity, to destroy the 
hope of the child of God, to doom all his people to unending com- 
panionship with the wicked—these fearful consequences of a weak 
and indiscriminate and unconditional exercise of divine compas- 
sion—lead every pious soul in humble, earnest prayer to God, 
whether for himself or others he lifts his voice, “‘Be merciful,” 
to add, “ according to thy word”—in harmony with the immutable 
principles of righteousness which thou hast revealed as governing 
its exercise. 

The third and last’ reason, we shall consider why the believer 
desires the mercy of God to be thus displayed, and thus only, is 
because this is the way in which God actually displaysit. We have 
clearly seen that it is both right and expedient for God to show mer- 
cy according to the principles he has revealed in his word, and to 
limit his mercy by the rules he observes. We now affirm, that 
even in the absence of this knowledge, the simple fact that God 
does thus show mercy would lead his people to desire that it might 
be.shown in no other way. What God does is always done wise- 
ly. It is not possible for any thing of his ever to be improved by 
any of his creatures. Omniscient, he knows what is best ; infinite 
in goodness, he chooses what is best; Omnipotent, his choice is 
unconstrained and certain to stand. What he does we may not 
comprehend. We may fail to see any measure of excellence in it. 
It may appear to our eyes the very reverse of what we should ex- 

t. But this does not change the fact, that it is worthy of himself. 

h! how vain and impious it is, to call the divine wisdom in ques- 
tion, because, like himself, it is infinitely above and beyond us; it 
towers upward far out of the reach of the strongest and clearest 
creature vision; it extends on every side, away into the unknown 
regions of immensity, where our feeble powers have no strength 
to follow it; it goes down into depths too profound for human 
thought to sit in judgment upon it. Impressed with this truth, 
the believer does not ask to see the reasons for God’s ways, before 
he reverences them as perfect in wisdom and goodness. Let him 
be-convinced that God has made known any thing as his, and he 
does not doubt that it is wisest and best. Nothing can recommend 
to his favorable consideration a principle or measure which God 
condemns, or destroy his confidence in what Ae approves. He ac- 
quiesces in the divine will—he does more, he approves of its choice. 
He would not have God act in any manner different from what he 
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actually does. Even when God most deeply afflicts him, he would 
not have the affliction removed, unless the Most High sees fit to 
do it. The dearest friend that God has ever taken from his side 
and turned to dust, had he the power to, he would not recall to 
life again, without the full consent of his heavenly Father. Al] 
his prayers are offered in submission to the will of God. He never 
asks but for things agreeable to his mind, and so when he pleads 
for mercy, it is that it may be shown according to his word. He 
would not, if he could, change the principles which God has estab. 
lished, and now observes in the exhibition of his compassion. He 
would have the counsel of the Lord to stand, and all his pleasure 
to be done, because IT IS HIS, and as such, it must be the wisest 
and best arrangement possible. 
For the language of his soul is: 


“T worship thee, sweet will of God! 
And all thy ways adore, 
And every day I live, I seem 
To love thee more and more. 


“ He always wins who sides with God, 
To him no chance is lost ; 
God’s will is sweetest to him when 
It triumphs at his cost. 


“Til that He blesses is our good, 
And unblest good is ill; 
And all is right that seems most wrong, 
If it be His sweet will!” 


This subject impresses the mind with two inferences which we 
will briefly notice in conclusion. 

1. The infinitely glorious salvation of the believer. No mere im- 
pulsive or arbitrary compassion kept him from going down to the 
pit. Mercy is not shown to him as a weakness, or in disregard of 
the honor of God or the interests of his creatures. Justice does 
not oppose his admittance into heaven, but aids to throw open the 
golden gates, and extends a cordial welcome to the celestial city. 
There is not one divine perfection that does not codperate in the 
work of his redemption. His own soul is brought into harmony 
with the heavenly world. A work of grace a, oa done in him, 
rivaled for excellence and power, only by the work of grace which 
was done for him. Regenerated and sanctified by the Spirit of God, 
and redeemed by the blood of Christ, he has a perfect title to man- 
sions in the skies, and is as perfect in a preparation for the employ- 
ments and joys and companionship of his heavenly inheritance. 
Oh! who would not be saved thus? Who would not be found in 
the train of Christ, when in the glory of his power he shall march 
in triumph at the head of the innumerable multitude of his ran- 
somed followers, mg out of every race and clime, to present 
them faultless before the throne of God in the presence of an as- 
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sembled universe, while all the skies resound with the loud “ Ho- 
sannas!” and the rapturous welcome of the heavenly host? Who 
would not be saved with a salvation as infinite in blessedness and 
duration to the soul, as it is approved of angels and glorious to 
God? 

2. The infinitely awful destruction and despair of the lost. They 
go down to death, not through any defect in the Gospel or the mer- 
cy of God. Life and death are set before them. Ten thousand 
influences are exerted to lead them to make a wise choice. All 
are resisted; they disregard the voice of truth, and the expostula- 
tion of Heaven, and the call of the Spirit, and the tears and blood 
of Jesus. They press on recklessly, madly, down to perdition. 
They will not have mercy on God’s terms. They will not ask for 
it according to his word. They must have it in their own way or 
not at all, and they finally reach that land of dark despair where 
it never comes to any. And there is not one solitary being—oh! 
vast and wretched and overwhelming thought—there is not one 
soul in the wide universe that would even if he could, put up a 
single petition to God in their behalf! The ransomed and the 
holy angels do not want God to show mercy in any other way 
than according to hisown method. As he dooms them to destruc- 
tion, they would not interpose to prevent it. The profoundest con- 
viction of those souls is—God is right. The condemned must die. 
They deserve it. They lightly esteemed the unspeakable tender- 
ness and merciful offers of their God while in the world, and scorn- 
fully refused all proffered grace. Now, it is just, it is imperative, 
that they suffer the righteous punishment of their evil deeds. So 
let all God’s enemies be overthrown and perish, and let the abode 
of the glorified resound with the exultant “ Alleluiah,” as “the 
smoke of their torment ascendeth forever and ever.” 

Impenitent reader, be persuaded to seek the Lord while he may 
be found, to call upon him while he is near, and thus escape the 
awful Wrath to Come! 





AUTHOR’S NOTE. 


As the history of the two discourses in this number is so remarkable and unusual, 
and involves a principle of property right and a rule of civil law, the author desires 
to append an explanatory note. 

These discourses were lost by the writer in June, 1859, on his way to Presbytery. 
His efforts to recover them were unavailing, until a year thereafter he learned they 
were in the possession of Rev. J. B. Wentworth, then of Perry. On his refusal to 
deliver them to his agent, who made a demand for them in his name, he commenced a 
suit for their recovery in the Supreme Court, which was referred to E. G. Lapham, Esq., 
of Canandaigua, by whom the case was tried, He decided against the defendant, and, 
to determine the question of costs, that, from personal examination, the sermons were 
worth to the writer ‘at least” fifty dollars. An appeal was taken from this decision to 
the General Term of the Eighth District, and at the last February Term held in Buffalo, 
the referee’s decision was sustained. : 
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Letter from a Pastor. 


Every faithful pastor must feel 
the need of sustaining the prayer- 
meetings of his church. Such social 
prayer-meetings are its life and soul, 
when well conducted and made in- 
teresting. The following letter from 
a pastor, which we find in the Ver- 
mont Chronicle, is so much in point, 
that we place it in reach of other pas- 
tors who may find it useful to be 
read to their own church-members : 


“ My Dear Brortner: I have, with 
regret, noticed that you are habitu- 
ally absent from our social meetings, 
except on the Sabbath evening. I 
conclude that you may not have 
fully considered the ‘claims which 
these meetings have upon you as a 
member of the Church. 1 have men- 
tioned it to you before. I wish now 
to ask your attention more particu- 
larly to the subject. 

“Permit me to say, conscience 
should urge you to sustain the meet- 
ings appointed by the Church, You 
owe a debt to the Church. You are 
under obligations to sustain it and 
build it up. Conscience should tell 
you that if you fail to be present at 
its regularly appointed gatherings, 
your obligations are unfulfilled. You 
fail to discharge a debt due from you 
as much as though you refused to 
pay a sum of money justly due, and 
for which you had given a promis- 
sory note. Much more, you are un- 
der obligations to Christ. He has 
appointed you a work. You are to 
sustain and advocate his kingdom. 
You can not do this otherwise than 


by combining your strength and in. 
fluence with that of the church of 
which you are a member. In con. 
secrating yourself to Christ you 
pledged yourself, in consideration of 
the salvation which he bestows, to 
devote your powers wholly to his 
service. You did this, or you are 
not a Christian, which hope you are, 
Now, can you believe that you meet 
this obligation to your Saviour while, 
with the samme health and means as 

our brethren, you leave the work of 
the Church all to other hands? The 
Church is Christ’s appointment. It 
must be sustained. It can not be 
sustained if its meetings are deserted. 
You have no more right to abandon 
them than others. Doing so, you 
sadly fail of the work which Christ 
has assigned you and which you have 
promised todo. You have made this 
promise openly, repeatedly, and with 
great solemnity. How often have 
you called God to witness in the as- 
sembly of his saints that ‘ you would 
give diligent attention to public and 
social worship! If, after this sol- 
emn pledge, so often repeated, you 
are habitually absent from the place 
of social worship, must not conscience 
convict you of wrong? I tremble to 
think how almost unavoidably you 
must appear false to your covenant 
vows. You do not design this great 
sin, but are you not (be not angry 
if I urge this great truth) carelessly 
guilty ? 

“ Self interest should lead you tothe 
meeting for prayer. Your need of 
such a help is great. You are much 
employed with worldly concerns, 
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Your circumstances and the ioflu- 
ences around you tend to make you 
worldly,to busy your thoughts about 
material good when your heart should 
be set on things above; when you 
should be daily becoming spiritual- 
minded. Is it censorious to ask 
whether you have not too little inter- 
est in prayer, too little love for 
your Redeemer, too low a standard 
of living in all respects? You need, 
then, every means of grace to assist 
you upward. Your growth in grace 
is more important than the increase 
of your property. And to this spirit- 
ual growth the prayer-meeting may 
be greatly auxiliary. Who in the 
Church are growing Christians? Evi- 
dently those who are found oftenest 
in the circle for social prayer. Their 
hearts are warmest. They are readi- 
est for self-denial. They have the 
greatest love for truth. With them 
revivals begin. By them the Church 
is saved from decline and extinction. 
They, if any, are strong in the Lord. 
Now, this is the condition you should 
desire; desire above all things to be 
secured in time. 

“The prayer-meeting isagreat help 
to high attainments in the Christian 
life. Much truth is brought to at- 
tention there. Truth which might not 
oceur to you alone; at least, truth 
which would not make so strong im- 
pression upon you in private study 
as when heard in connection with the 
experience of your fellow-Christians, 
This mutual relation of experience, 
this telling “ what the Lord has done 
for our souls,” is of great service in 
Christian growth. And for this the 
prayer-meeting is happily adapted. 
We are thus brought into sympathy 
and communion one with another. 
How is it possible that one should 
ever fulfill his duty, or gain a proper 
share of profit from church-connec- 
tion, unless he is put in communica- 
tion with his brethren? They who 

bsent themselves from the place of 
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prayer are virtually strangers to 
their fellow church-members, - They 
can neither watch over and counsel 
others, nor can they enjoy the benefit 
of watch and counsel from others. 
They cut themselves off from the 
greatest of all blessings, imparting 
good, and from the next best thing, 
receiving good.” 





Fulton-Street Prayer-Meeting. 


A speaker said he wished to re- 
late a little experience he had of late, 
which had done him some good, 
as a matter of rebuke to his lack of 
confidence in Jesus. I asked a sick 
lady if she felt sure that she loved 
Jesus. 

“Why! what a strange ques- 
tion,” she answered. “To be sure 
I love him. Why do you ask such 
a question ?” 

“ | wanted ‘to know,” I said, “if 
you kuow that you love him as you 
know you love your husband.” 

I knew that her husband was an 
object of affection beyond all doubt. 

“Just as I know I love my hus- 
band, just so I know I love the Lord 
Jesus. By this inward conscious. 
ness which I have, I knoy my love 
to both; only my love to Jesus far 
transcends all earthly love, or love 
for any earthly objects.” 

She paused a moment and then 
asked: “ Why did you ask me such 
a question ?” 

“ Because I wanted to know if 

our experience was like mine.” 

“ What is your experience ?” 

“Sometimes I can not tell whether . 
my experience teaches me that I love 
Christ or not. If asked,as I have 
you, I really should not dare to say.” 

“ Dare to say what?” she re- 
joined. . 

* Dare to say that I love Jesus.” 

“ Not dare to say as much as poor 
Peter did: ‘Lord, thou knowest all 
things; thou knowest that I love 
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thee.’ That,” she added, “is just 
as I supposed—plodding among the 
rudiments and first principles ; lay- 
ing the foundations again, instead 
of going on unto perfection. I 
thought the foundations were laid 
long ago, and the rudiments learned, 
and you were‘going on in a hap. 
py experience ; and here you are, 
back again; so that it appears 
you dare not say you love Jesus. 
Blessed be God, I can say I know 
whom I have believed.” 

She spoke with great animation 
and no appearance of presumption. 





A Voice from India. 


A rew days since Rev. Dr. Mor- 
rison, a veteran missionary from 
the Lodiana mission, in Northern In- 
dia, was in the meeting. This mis- 
sion is under the Old School Presby- 
terian Board of Foreign Missions. 
It was from the Lodiana mission that 
the call to prayer—the week of pray- 
er—was sent to all parts of the 
Christian world, inviting all Christ- 
ians to pray in concert for one week 
in January of each year, that God 
would pour out his Holy Spirit upon 
all fles&, and convert all the inhabit- 
ants of the earth to himself. Rev. 
Dr. Morrison was the prime mover 
to the concert week of prayer. He 
said he had been in many daily 
prayer-meetings since his return to 
America, and he had found that uni- 
versally they had run down as to in- 
terest and numbers since 1858, and 
none were now as they were then. 
He wished to ask why is this? Is 
not failure to sustain the daily prayer- 
meetings with their original interest 
to be found in the fact that we have 
failed to pray with that large-heart- 
ed desire which is pleasing to God ? 
Christ has given us to know what 
should be our desire when we pray: 
“Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
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We have failed to desire this, and 
consequently have failed to pray, and — 
thus failed in the benefits which e | 


should have received. If we havea 
heart to pray for all the world, we 
shall have a heart more keenly alive 
to prayer for the individual cases 
which lie on our table to-day. The 
type of our meeting can be known 
by the wideness of our desires for 
the salvation of all men. 

He said he had found that many 
daily prayer-meetings had died away 
entirely, and many others in spiritu. 
ality had entirely declined. He did 
believe that this never could have 
been if the spirit of the prayers of 
the meetings had been stirred up in 
behalf of a world perishing in sin, 
We are abundantly taught in the 
Scriptures that we must open our 
mouths wide and ask great things of 
God. This is his command; and 
when we comply with it we honor 
him. It is because we have not 
complied, that God’s Spirit has been 
grieved away. It is a great mistake 
when we think that our faith can 
never be excited only in reference to 
distinct and individual objects, Our 
hearts must be with Christ, and like 
his, if we would have faith; and 
when we can pray with burning de- 
sire for all he has commanded us to 
pray for, then we can pray with faith 
for any individual of the number, 
And if we would see these meetings 
revived, we must begin to pray for 
the whole world. How has it been, 
and how is it always? “ Why,” 
said the speaker, “1 will give just 
iy example of how it is and will 

“A few, in a certain town, felt 
that when the week of prayer came 
round, they could not let it go by 
without observance. And so the dif- 
ferent denominations agreed to hold 
meetings every night together. They 
did this with much fear as to results. 
But they had not proceeded far in these 
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union prayer-meetings before many a constant refreshing from the Spirit 
sinners were inquiring what they ofall grace. Conversions began when 
should do to be saved, and were ask- they had been only three weeks atsea, 
ing for prayer for themselves, If and astill constant work of grace had 
you pray that God would pour out been going on all these two years.” 
his Spirit upon all flesh with real de- Mr. Stewart related what seemed 
sire, he will begin by pouring it out to him @ remarkable providence. 
upon you as he did upon this union The Niagara, in calling at a port in 
prayer-meeting. This is the com- the East-Indies to get a supply of 
mon experience. coal, was detained two or three days 
“ Now look at an opposite exam- by various formalities of the author- 
ple. The people of God, in a certain ities, much against the wishes of the 
place, refused to appoint meetings commander of the ship. But during 
for prayer, fur fear they would be those two or three days of impatient 
failures. And sothey had none. The detention, a terrible storm swept 
consequence was, they were passed by, over the seas in that region, and 
like the mountains of Gilboa, upon many ships and vessels were wrecked 
which no rain or dew descended.” and lost. Under providence, Mr. 
gap engages Stewart attributed the safety of the 
Providential Detention. ship perhaps from entire destruction 
We were much interested in the to this detention. 
statements of Rev. Charles Stewart, 
Chaplain of the United States steam . 
frigate, Niagara. Some two years Power in Prayer. 
ago he went almost directly from Tue chaplain of the Third Wis- 
this meeting on board the Niagara, consin Regiment was recently in 
then bound for the distant empire of the meeting. His regiment was 
Japan. He had sailed in her about under Gen. Banks. His experience 
forty-five thousand miles, and now with soldiers in camp had impress- 
had returned to this meeting to tell ed him with the value and necessity 
of God’s dealings with the crew of of prayer. Labor and effort with- 
that ship. Mr. Stewart said : out it is thrown away. Nothing 
“The Niagara left this port just affects the soldier like prayer. He 
about two years ago. He wentfrom knows how much prayer is worth 
this meeting directly to the ship, from as well as any one. Let me go to 
prayers offered here and elsewhere, my regiment and find the men in 
and he felt that the prayers of this wild frolic, and let me go in among 
meeting and of other meetings had them and say, “ Boys, I was in the 
been answered. The ship had sailed Fulton -street meeting the other 
over a greater number of thousand day, and I heard very earnest 
miles than any ship of war had ever prayers offered for you,” and I 
done in the same length of time; know very well what I shall see. 
had a crew, men and officers, of I shall see the tears springing into 
seven hundred and fifty ; and had many eyes. Youcan not speak to 
had only two deaths. Seventy of the men about the prayers which 
the men and fifteen officers had been are offered for them at home but 
converted, and their prayer-meetings you will find the men weeping 
had been maintained every night at like children; not with cowardly 
sea, but with one or two exceptions; hearts, for never do our men feel so 
and they were live prayer-meetings, courageous as when they are as- 
not dead prayer-meetings. Theyhad sured that Christians are praying 
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for them ; but because all the asso- 
_ ciations of home come up to their 
minds, and, quick as thought, their 
minds are full of the recollections 
of prayers which they have heard 
in their own homes, at the, hearth- 
stone, in the social prayer-meeting, 
and perhaps in the more private 
recesses of a mother’s, a wife’s, or 
a sister’s closet. Let me tell the 
men of my regiment, on the eve of 
battle, that Christians of all churches 
of the land are praying, and no 
other assurances will inspire them 
with so much courage. I tell you 
there is power in prayer. The 
more I have to do with soldiers, 
the more I feel the importance of 
it. I know how the tendencies in 
camp are all downward, unless God 
helps the pious men to be faithful. 
But I also know how much reason 
there is to bless God for answers 
to prayer in behalf of our soldiers. 
The number of men are not few 
who will be found, when the secrets 
of all hearts are revealed, to have 
learned in the camp and in the field 
to know Christ as their Saviour. 





Time’s Soliloquy.” 


O.p! call you me? Ah! when 
the Almighty spoke creation into 
birth, ] was there. Then was I born, 
"Mid the bloom and verdure of Par- 
adise, I gazed upon the young world 
radiant with celestial smiles. I rose 
upon the pinions of the first morn, 
and cavght the sweet dew-drops as 
they fell and sparkled on the boughs 
of the garden. Ere the foot of man 
was heard sounding in this wilder- 
ness, I gazed out on its thousand riv- 
ers, flashing in light, and reflecting 
the broad sun, like a thousand jewels 
upon their bosoms. The cataracts 
sent up their anthems in these soli- 
tudes, and none was here to listen 
to the new-born melody but I! The 
fawns bounded over the hills, and 
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drank at the limpid streams, ages 
before arm was raised to injure or . 
make them afraid. For thousands 
of years the morning star rose in 
beauty upon these unpeopled shores, 
and its twin-sister of the eve flamed 
in the forehead of the sky, with no 
eye to admire their rays but mine, 
Ah! call meold! Babylon and As. 
syria, Palmyra and Thebes rose, 
flourished, and fell, and I beheld them 
in their glory and their decline. 
Scarce a melancholy ruin marks the 
place of their existence; but when 
their first stones were laid in the 
earth, I was there! ’Mid all their 
splendor, glory, and wickedness, | 
was in their busy streets, and crum- 
bling their magnificent palaces to the 
earth. My books will show a long 
and fearful account against them. 
I control the fate of empires—I give 
them their period of glory and splen- 
dor; but at their birth I conceal in 
them the seeds of death and decay. 
They must go down and be humbled 
in the dust—their heads bowed down 
before the rising glories of young 
nations, to whose prosperity there 
will also come a date, and a day of 
decline. I poise my wings over the 
earth, and watch the course and do- 
ings of its inhabitants. I call up the 
violets upon the hill, and crumble 
the gray ruins to the ground. I am 
the agent of a Higher Power, to give 
life and take it away. I spread silk. 
en tresses upon the brow of the 
young, and plant gray hair on the 
head of the aged man. Dimples 
and smiles, at my bidding, Jurk 
around the lips of the innocent child, 
and [ furrow the brow of the aged 
with wrinkles. Old! call you me? 
Ay, but when will my days be num- 
bered? When will time end and 
eternity begin? When will the 
earth and its waters and the uni- 
verse be rolled, and a new world 
commence its revolutions? Not till 
He who first bid me begin my flight 











so orders it. When His purposes, 
who called me into being, are accom- 
plished, then, and not till then—and 
no one can proclaim the hour—I too 
shall go to the place of all living. 





Solemn Appeal to Christians. 


Few men have lived and labored 
and preached the Gospel in modern 
times, who have had more impressive 
and affecting views of the realities 
of eternity, and of the solemn scenes 
which await both the Christian and 
the impenitent, than Dr. Payson, 
Hence it was that when he spoke he 
seeined to do it with eternity in view, 
and as if he already stood on the 
threshold of the invisible world. In 
concluding a sermon on the future 
punishment of the wicked, he says: 

“T can not, must not, however, 
conclude, without addressing a word, 
my professing friends, to you. And 
I hope you will bear with me, if, in 
view of such a subject as this, I ad- 
dress you with apparent severity. 
An apostle teaches ministers, that 
they must sometimes rebuke profess- 
ing Christians sharply ; but | trust 
my sharpness will be the sharpness 
of love ; and I know that I shall say 
nothing to you half so severe as the 
reproaches which I have directed 
against myself while preparing this 
discourse. We all deserve perdition 
a thousand times for our stupid in- 
sensibility to the situation of those 
who are perishing around us. We 
profess to believe the word of God ; 
but can you all prove that you be- 
lieve it? Do you all act as if you 
believed it? What, believe that 
many of your acquaintances, your 
children, are in danger of the fate 
which has now been described ! 
Dare you go to God and say : Lord, 
I believe thy word, I believe that all 
thy threatenings will be fulfilled, and 
then turn away and coolly pursue your 
worldly business without uttering 
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one agonizing cry for those who are 
exposed to these threatenings? Dare 
you go and claim relationship to 
Christ, and profess to have his Spirit, 
without which you are none of his, 
and then make no effort, or only a 
few faint efforts, to save those for 
whom he shed not tears only, but 
blood? Oh! if you can do this, 
where are the bowels, I will not 
say of a Christian, but a man? 
Go, I may say to such, go, in- 
consistent, cruel, hard-hearted pro- 
fessors; go, slumber over the ruin 
of immortal souls; wrap yourself 
up in your selfish temporal interests, 
and say : I have no time to spare for 
rescuing others from everlasting 
burnings. Go, wear out your life 
in acquiring property for your child- 
ren, and leave their souls to perish 
in the fire that never shall be quench- 
ed. Go, adorn their bodies, and 
banish from them, if possible, the 
seeds of disease; but leave in their 
bosoms that immortal worm which 
will gnaw them forever. And when 
God asks, Where is thy child ? thy 
brother? thy friend? reply, with 
impious Cain: I know not, I care not 
—am I his keeper ? 

“But I can not proceed further in 
this strain. 1 would rather beseech, 
and melt, and win you by tender- 
ness, Say, then, Christian, dost thou 
believe that Christ died to save thee 
from the misery which has been im- 
perfectly described? Dost thou be- 
lieve that if he had not loved thee 
and given himself for thee, the gnaw- 
ing worm and the unquenchable fire 
would have been thy portion forever? 
Oh! then, where is thy gratitude, 
thy love? Where are the returns 
which he has a right toexpect? Hast 
thou already made him a sufficient’ 
return for such inestimable benefits ? 
Has he not reason to say, at least, to 
some of you: “ DidI die for thee, re- 
deem thee from sin, and death, and 
hell, that thou mightest crucify me 
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afresh by thy unkindness and un- 
belief? Did I watch and pray whole 
nights, that thou mightest neglect 
watchfulness and prayer? Did I 
purchase for thee divine grace, pre- 
cious promises, and strong consola- 
tion, that thou mightest make light 
of them, or turn them into wanton- 
ness? And dol prolong thy forfeit- 
ed life, that thou mayest live care- 
lessly, unprofitably, or like the world 
around thee? No, I redeemed thee, 
that thou mightest be mine, wholly 
mine, 1 purchased for thee grace, 
that thou mightest grow. And I pre- 
serve thy life, that thou mayest live, 
not to thyself, but to Him who died 
for thee.” 





Passing Away. 


Surross that one of our active 
business men, who has been seen 
every day passing up and down our 
streets, and whose name and coun- 
tenance are familiar to thousands, 
should be seen to turn abruptly, as 
he passed along the sidewalk, and to 
enter suddenly a door from which he 
should never come forth again. Sup- 
pose that no one could enter that 
door to bring him back, and no in- 
telligence of him could ever return, 
What an event would it be for men 
to wonder and to shudder at! That 
mysterious door — crowds would 
gather about it and gaze at it, awe- 
stricken. And although precisely this 
does not occur, yet much in this way 
are men disappearing. Men who are 
seen in our streets and in the walks 
of business for years, and whom it is 
so natural to see that we unthinking- 
ly expect always to see them, are all 
at once gone forever. The places 
that knew them know them no more. 
Suddenly, perhaps in middle life, 
they are missed in the places of con- 
course and of trade, and they come 
not again. Do their partners and 
their acquaintance never pause, men- 


tally, and look at the mysterious 
door through which they passed, and 
wonder whither that entrance leads, 
and with what kind of preparation it 
will be safe to follow? That semel 
caleznda via, that path trodden once, 
and but once—men are every day 
withdrawing from our midst, to tread 
it alone. As they withdraw, they 
seem to say to those whom they 
leave behind: “ Be ye also ready.” 





Christian Emotion. 


Tue prayer-meeting is well adapt- 
ed to awaken fervor of Christian 
emotion —an experience which has 
been doubtless much undervalued by 
many in Ca!vinistic connection. True 
Christian love should glow in the 
soul, and we should avail ourselves 
of every means of kindling the flame. 
And while each season of devotion 
with Christian friends should warm 
our hearts, it also serves to give pro- 
fitable direction to the thoughts for 
succeeding days. It aids us to live 
nearer to Christ than if the current 
of our worldly enterprise had re- 
mained unbroken. 

It is hoped that enough has been 
said to show that due regard to our 
self-interest would make us constant 
attendants upon the Church prayer- 
meetings. But, above all, spontane- 
ous love to Christ should bring us to 
this place of his appointment. He 
has promised to meet his friends in 
the prayer circle more directly and 
definitely than in any other place. 
The room for social prayer is pe- 
culiarly the habitation of Jesus, 
There he allows his disciples sweet- 
est communion with himself. The 
fulfillment of the promise, “ There 
will I be in the midst of them,” 
should be enough to stir every heart 
to desire that presence. There, too 
we meet the friends of the Saviour 
The friends of a friend are dear 
especially of such a Friend. There 
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you hear earnest, tender words 
spoken of him, which are ever pre- 
cious to those who truly love the 
Redeemer, Every time a Christian 
goes to the house of prayer, he testi- 
fies his love for the Saviour. He 
gives an expression to the most 
cherished sentiment of his heart. He 
throws the power of his influence in 
favor of the Gospel. He exerts him- 
self for Christ, and this is the Christ- 
ian’s dearest privilege. If spontane- 
ous love to Christ does not draw us 
to social gatherings for prayer, it is 
a serious occasion for self-examina- 
tion. Is the love wanting ? oh! what 
then? But does it only need quick- 
ening? then gather with the people 
of God for united prayer and re- 
ligious conversation. Perform your 
proper work, and expect the blessing. 

What are the reasons which de- 
tained you? Perhaps you feel that 
there is an awkwardness in being 
present without taking any part in 
such meetings. Then can you not 
overcome your fear of men sufficient- 
ly to offer a few words of prayer or 
to make a declaration of interest in 
the cause of religion? If you feel 
too diffident for even this, at least 
make the declaration by your pre- 
sence, and offer, the prayer in silent 
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known that scarcely one fourth of 
those who ought to be present are 
there? What encouragement, what 
cheer, what animation and thanks- 
giving, if all were collected, if all 
came together habitually, and loved 
to come! Dullness would be driven 
away, hope would revive, Christian 
labor would be multiplied. With 
the natural increase of faith there 
could hardly fail of being a revival. 

The excuse you have rendered to 
me, however, is this: Your business 
requires your attention elsewhere. 
I fear, my brother, that you exalt 
your business at the expense of your 
soul, “ What shall it profit a man 
if he gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul?” Might not all who 
sustain these meetings absent them- 
selves on the same plea with as-good 
reason as yourself? I do not learn 
that they are less prosperous in 
business than the rest of the parish. 
I do not discover that their business 
appears neglected, that they are less 
regular or rigorous in their habits 
than yourself, Not unfrequently, I 
judge, you spend a portion of our 
meeting hour at the post-office, and 
in perusal of the daily news. We 
are near by. Our service is only 
one hour. Can it materially affect 


response to the audible utterances of your pecuniary affairs to spend one 


your brethren. Thus you may do 
much to honor your Master, to en- 
courage your brethren, to strengthen 
the heart and hands of your pastor. 

Sometimes I fear you do not at- 
tend from a feeling that the meetings 
are dull and uninteresting. That 
they are too much so, there is no 
doubt. But your constant presence 
would do something to relieve that 
difficulty. The very smallness of 
the number so depresses the spirits 
of those who are present, that gloom 
pervades the prayers and conversa- 
tion of the hour. How can it be 
otherwise? How can feelings of de- 
spondency be kept aloof when it is 


hour in the week in social prayer, 
especially when brought into the im-- 
mediate vicinity ? Would it not be 
easy so to arrange your business 
matters that no serious interrup- 
tion should occur from this source? 
Suppose_you do suffer a slight pe- 
cuniary loss, Suppose each one sus- 
taining the meetings of the Church 
does the same, Is that a sufficient 
reason for having no Church prayer 
and business meetings during the 
week? Would you be willing that 
they should be entirely abandoned ? 
Would you expect long to main- 
tain the preaching of the Gospel on 
the Sabbath, after the prayer-meet- 
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ing had ceased? Would you not 
expect general neglect and declen- 
sion of religion throughout the com- 
munity in such a case? And are 
slight business interests to be para- 
mount to the prevention of such an 
evil? Yet if it is right for you to 
be absent, it is right for all, though 
the consequence be utter desolation. 
I can not think mature, honest de- 
liberation will approve that excuse. 

I am satisfied you can find no 
reason for this neglect which will 
satisfy yourself. I ask you not to 
lay this letter aside and forget the 
subject, but to think upon it as it de- 
serves. Think upon it as affecting 
your eternal future; as of conse- 
quence to the cause of Christ! God 
has intrusted to you talents and in- 
fluence. How will you answer for 
their perversion in the day of judg- 
ment? If you meet your Saviour 
in another world, to what can you 
point, done by you here, to testify 
of love to him? Is not your whole 
Christian history one of neGLxct ? 
Oh! let it be thus no longer ! 





A Call to Duty. 


In a recent discourse at Rutgers’ 
College, Prof. Wilson used the fol- 
lowing language : 

“It takes all sorts of characters 
‘to complete this world-drama, and 
somebody must act them. In other 
words, I believe that every man was 
made on purpose; that every man 
has his place in the world, and that 
he was made specially for that place. 
It is only by earnestly filling that 
place that he fulfills his destiny, and 
answers the end for which God creat- 
ed him. Confusion and disappoint- 
ment only arise from our efforts to 
get into some other place than the 
one for which we were intended. The 
range of our choice is limited by 
the character and the faculties God 
has given us, and the circumstances 
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by which he has surrounded us, and 
which have modified that character 
and developed those faculties. Each 
man is created with certain possibili- 
ties which determine the direction he 
must go and the hight to which he 
may rise. We need not, therefore, 
remain in doubt as to our duty. Our 
path lies so plainly marked out for 
us, that it is easy for us to find it if 
we choose. Our work is so near us, 
that we need not seek long for it, if 
we have willing hearts and willing 
hands to do it. 
‘No man is born into the world whose 
work 
Is not born with him; there is always 
work, 
And tools to work withal, for those who 
will.’ 

“The same power that created you 
and trained you for your work, has 
brought that work to you. Do not 
go out of your way to seek for some- 
thing grand and imposing to do, but 
‘take up at once the simplest and 
plainest duty that lies before you, 
and you will not go wrong. Do 
not stand waiting for signs and won- 
ders to reveal to you what God 
would have you do, but listen to the 
voices within you and around you 
calling you to work. Trust those 
voices, and have faith in humble 
things ; then God will seek you, and 
light and strength be given to you 
as your path opens wider and higher 
before your advancing footsteps. I 
believe God calls men to humble 
duties as well as great ones, for to 
him all duty is equally great; and 
woe be unto him who disregards 
that call. We are willing to recog- 
nize this call to the ministry, then 
why not to the other pursuits of 
life? Is preaching the Gospel the 
only duty that God recognizes? It 
is because we wait for God to mani- 
fest himself in the lightning and the 
thunder, that we fail to hear his 
voice in our hearts and in the indi- 
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cations of circumstances about us, 
and thus go astray, groping our way 
blindly, and stumbling on through 
life in darkness and doubt. No man 
ever accomplished much who had 
not this idea of a vocation, who did 
not feel that he was called of God 
to do that very thing.” 





The Harvest Past. 


Wuo are they who shall hereafter 
take up this sad lament? Look at 
the profligate man. He says: “It isno 
matter how I live in this world; all 
the punishment I have to fear I shall 
receive here.” This idea keeps him 
quiet and indifferent now; but in a 
dying hour conscience bites like a 
serpent, and stings like an adder. 
He can not silence its compunctious 
He writhes upon his bed 
in mental agony, shrinking from the 
awful presence of his Judge. He 
goes before the judgment-seat, from 
the midst of his sins; and in the an- 
guish of his despair he exclaims: 
“The harvest is past, the summer is 
ended, and I am not saved.” Satan 
claims him as his own. Like Judas, 
he goes to his own place; “and the 
smoke of his torment forever as- 
cendeth,” as he exclaims: “I am not 
saved! Iam not saved!” 

Accompany me to the bedside of 
this dying youth. He has heard the 
pleadings of a father’s prayers, and 
has witnessed a mother’s tears for 
his salvation from his childhood. He 
has been affectionate in feeling and 
amiable in life. He has always re- 
solved that he would, at some future 
period, attend to the subject of relig- 
ion. The Spirit has striven with 
him, and he has said: “ Go thy way 
for this time.” To the urgency of 
his pious friends he hasreplied : “Wait 
for a more convenient season.”’ But 
look at him now. He is pale and 
emaciated with sickness, He is 
dying. 


“ His quivering lip hangs feebly down, 

His pulse is faint and slow.” 

Hark! be faintly speaks! What 
does he say? Listen! “The harvest 
is past, the summer is ended, and I 
am not saved.” He speaks again ; it 
is in the sad moaning of delirium. 
He raves of hell and demons and 
endless woe. Look at his distracted 
mother. Look at his broken-hearted 
father. Their son is lost, and they 
are weeping that he ever was born. 
He would not heed their prayers; he 
would not attend to their counsels. 

Whose history is this that 1 am 
writing? Yours, my young friend. 
It is this young lady who is danger 
of thus dying—it is this young man 
who is hastening to this appalling 
death-bed. Oh! the madness, the 
inconceivable madness of sin! 

Do you see this man who looks so 
solemn and humble? His counte- 
nance is dejected and depressed. He 
walks as if heavy anxiety preyed 
upon his heart. What is the matter ? 
He is anxious for his soul. He is an 
inquirer for salvation. He goes to 
his pastor, and says: “I feel that I 
am a lost sinner. I have lived with- 
out prayer—I have neglected the 
Saviour. Oh! what shall I do to be 
saved?’ His heart is full. The 
Holy Spirit has convinced him of 
sin, and now urges him to surrender 
himself to God. He hesitates. He 
loves the world; and the struggle 
against sin is hard. 

Look at him again. The Spirit is 
grieved away ; he is as thoughtless as 
ever. He has forgotten all his fears, 
and hardly thinks of heaven or of 
hell. 

Follow now this man to his dying 
hour. The minister of God sits at 
his bed-side. “Have you any hopes 
of recovery ?” he asks. “ No, sir,” 
says the dying man ; “the physician 
has told me that I can not live more 
than a day or two at most.” “Do 
you feel prepared to die?” “I know 
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I am not a Christian, sir, but I have 
no feeling on the subject.” “ Have 
you never felt interested in the sub- 
ject of religion?” “ Yes, sir; some 
years ago I felt very anxious, but 
I had not resolution to brave the 
ridicule of the world, and now it is 
too late for me to make any efforts.” 
“ No, my friend, it is never too late 
to repent.” “Perhaps not, but I 
’ feel no disposition to think of the 
subject ; at any rate, I am too weak 
now to entertain such agitating 
thoughts.” 

A few days pass away, and look 
at him again. Ee is pallid and lifeless ; 
a stiffened corpse. The shroud is 
wrapt around him. He is in his 
coffin. Open the lid. Look at those 
thin lips, the sunken eye, the emaciat- 
ed cheek, the cold brow. The day 
of probation is gone. The harvest 
is past, the summer is ended, and he 
is not saved. 


“There are no acts of pardon passed 
In the cold grave to which we haste; 
But darkness, death, and long despair, 
Reign in eternal silence there.” 


Fellow immortal, whose history 
is this? Whose name might be 
written under this biography ? Read- 
er, may it not be yours ? 





The Monthly Concert. 


A uirrttz more than fifty years 
since, a concert of prayer for the sal- 
vation of the world was conducted 
under most interesting and peculiar 
circumstances, the results of which 
are mighty. The circumstances are 
well known to those posted in the 
history of American missions. Only 
five composed the assembly. They 
came together to pray for the con- 
version of the world, and to consider 
the subject of devoting themselves to 
a self-denying yet glorious service. 
What a scene! angels might bend to 
witness it. Here were those not 
ashamed of Jesus. They prayed, and 
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prayed again, and their prayers arose 
before the mercy-seat of God as a 
sweet incense. “ Gracious answers of 
peace” have been returned. It seems 
as if the course of nature, during the 
scene, was emblematical of approach- 
ing results. Dark clouds obscured 
the light of heaven ; and while thun- 
der pealed, and the rain fell, the hay- 
stack was made a blessed house of 
prayer. But as the hour passed away, 
and as petitions from sincere hearts 
arose in faith, the fury of the storm 
was allayed, and bright and glorious 
shone the sun on reviving nature, In 
the moral world, darkness, intense 
and deadly, brooded over three 
mighty continents. But the fruits of 
that prayer-meeting, by God’s bless- 
ing, have lifted the gloom of igno- 
rance from benighted minds, and the 
glorious “Sun of Righteousness” 
illumines many dark corners of Asia, 
Africa, and Oceanica. Wonderful, 
indeed, to human view has been the 
transition. Earnest efforts of devoted 
Christians, amidst doubt, discourage- 
ment, and difficulty, set in motion 
agencies which have brought about 
the glorious work. The founders of 
the American Board have departed. 
The first missionaries rest from their 
labors, though the sainted Mills was 
not permitted to reach his chosen 
field, but sleeps in the bosom of old 
ocean. Their mantle rests on other 
shoulders. 

From month to month we gather 
at the monthly concert. For what 
and with what spirit should we pray ? 
For the same object, and with the 
same spirit that Mills, Newell, and 
their associates prayed. 

The object is the conversion of 
millions of heathen, and nominal 
Christians who are fettered by super- 
stition. We have every encourage- 
ment so to do. God’s word is filled 
with encouragement.. The history 
of the last fifty years is encourage- 
ment.— Con. Journal. 
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Activity in Heaven. 


Because heaven is a place of rest, 
it does not follow that it is a place of 
idle inactivity. Like the Sabbath, 
which is its type, it will be a state 
of such rest as is consistent with ac- 
tive worship, The activity of heaven 
will be tireless and untiring. The 
highest mental and spiritual exercises 
of those who are admitted there will 
not tire; there will be neither flesh 
nor blood for them to tire; and 
emancipated from these, the soul in 
heaven, like the soul on earth, could 
it be thus set free, will exercise its 
highest powers, untiring and untired. 
Nor is this all. Heaven is a state 
of active beneficence. There all are 
employed in doing good. They who 
tasted beneficence as a luxury on 
earth, shall banquet on it in heaven 
forever. All shall do good; from 
the highest seraph that bends before 
the throne, to the last soul saved, as 
by fire. No sooner do saved spirits 
breathe the atmosphere of heaven, 
than they fly off on errands of love 
— “ministering angels” to all who 
need their ministering offices. How 
sublimely did Dr. Beecher discourse 
on this theme to his pupils! Hear 
him: 

“Excepting freedom from sin, in- 
tense, vigorous, untiring action is 
the mind’s highest pleasure. I would 
not wish to go to heaven did I be- 
lieve that its inhabitants were to sit 
inactive by purling streams, to be 
fanned into indolent slumbers by 
balmy breezes! Heaven, to be a 
place of happiness, must be a place 
of activity. Has the far-reaching 
mind of Newton rested from his pro- 
found investigations? Have David 
and Isaiah hung up their harps, use- 
less as the dusty arms in Westmin- 
ster Abbey ? Has Paul, glowing with 
godlike enthusiasm, ceased itinerat- 
ing the universe of God? Are Peter, 
and Cyprian, and Luther, and Ed- 
wards, idling away eternity in mere 
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psalm-singing? Heaven is a place 
of activity, of never-tiring thought. 
David and Isaiah will sweep noble 
and lofty strains in eternity, and the 
minds of saints, unclogged by cum- 
bersome clay, forever feast on a 
banquet of thought — rich, glorious 
thought. Young gentlemen, press 
on—you will never get through. An 
eternity of untiring activity is before 
you, and the universe of thought 
your field.” 





The Christian a Stranger. 


A sTRANGER is not a native of the 
place in which he makes his tempo- 
rary residence. The Christian is not 
a native of this world. He is born 
from above. He has been renew- 
ed by the washing of regeneration. 
His understanding has been enlight- 
ened. His will proves what is the 
good and acceptable and perfect will 
ofGod. The sovereignty of his con- 
science is no longer a cold clanking 
despotism, but is loved as a glorious 
freedom. Its rules are no longer 
fettering, galling cords around his 
soul, but are now the genuine nerve 
and sinew of his moral purpose. 
The dead precept is now a living, 
breathing, joyous impulse, His con- 
science is his monitor and guide. 
Its most absolute despotism is the 
most perfect liberty of soul. It is 
the shadow of the Almighty. His 
affections have been placed upon 
right objects. His sorrow is a godly 
sorrow; his fear a filial fear; his 
hatred a righteous hatred ; his hope 
a holy hope; his love a pure love. 
He is crucified to the world and 
the world tohim. He walketh by 
faith. 

A stranger is absent from his in- 
heritance, so is the Christian. He has 
here no continuing city. He seeks 
one to come. His portion is above; 
he is an heir to an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, undefiled and unfading. 

A stranger is away from his 
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friends, kindred and home. Home! 
home! What a magic in the sound 
of that treasured term: Home! 
sweet home! What an unfathom- 
able abyss would be created in the 
English language should the word 
be lost. Home! what would the 
inhabitants of earth be without such 
a sacred place as home! To have 
a home, a happy home, what a privi- 
lege, what a blessing, what a joy! 
But to have no home, to be cast out 
upon the cold paid-for charities of 
a colder world, what a desolation, 
what a sorrow, what a grief! To 
enjoy the holy pleasures of the do- 
mestic fireside; to see loved faces 
lighted up with smiles, or diffused 
with tears of joy at the happy return 
of an absent member of the family 
circle ; to be where social intercourse 
is free and thoughts unfettered; to 
be where one can pour out his tales 
of sorrows, make known his happy 
hopes and joyous expectations, in- 
form of his failures and his fears, his 
comforts and his joys, lay open the 
secret aspirations of his soul, his de- 
sires and prospects, without fear of 
derision or charges of egotism, but 
with the surety of comfort, of advice, 
of encouragement of being shown 
his faults, and the corresponding vir- 
tue recommended, commended for 
his virtues, and strengthened in con- 
tinuing them; to be with father and 
mother, and sister and brother; to 
be where all are of congenial mood 
and mold, is the very zest of human 
life, the sweetest earthly cup that 
mortals are permitted to taste. But 
to have a home and to be away from 
it is one of the saddest realities of 
life. To meet with brothers and 
sisters, and fathers and mothers, 
and to be reminded of absence from 
such dear friends, is saddening to the 
heart of the home-loving stranger. 
The Christian has a home from 
which he is absent. He may enjoy 
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but infinitely superior is his pros- 
pective home in heaven, In his 
father’s house are many mansions, 





Demand of the Times on the Pulpit, 


Ir may be better, on the whole, 
that the sermons delivered in our 
pulpits should be suited to the wants, 
capacities, and tastes of the greater 
part of moderately informed and 
religious people ; yet are we deepl 
concerned that the well-educated, the 
skeptical, the inquisitive, the pre- 
judiced, the heretical, and even the 
avowed infidel; should be addressed, 
each on his own grounds, by the mas- 
ters of logic and of science, and that 
the ordinary hearers of the Gospel 
should be sometimes made to feel 
the sublimity of truths which demand 
the homage of the highest intellect, 
and electrify the core of the stoutest 
heart, while they nourish the faith of 
the humblest believer. Nor, we 
apprehend, would it be so difficult 
as some might at first sight imagine, 
to render such discourses popular, 
if they were expressed in English 
household words, calmly and forcibly 
reasoned, chastely adorned with illus- 
trations from the spacious fields 
which are as open to the preacher as 
to the poet, and delivered with the 
elevation and earnestness belonging 
to all good preaching. 

We are not now expressing a re- 
gret, or passing a judgment, so much 
as inviting the attention of preachers 
to the practical importance of one 

articular description of sermons. 
Ve would see a higher standard of 
preaching, not higher as to doctrine 
and spiritual wisdom and intention 
merely, but in the determination and 
the power to lay hold of the most 
capacious, energetic, and cultivated 
minds — minds, it ought not to be 
forgotten, which, on every subject, 
not excluding religion, are sure to 


the happiness of an earthly home, give the tone to coming generations. 














We would see our temples the resort 
of thoughtful men ; our religion act- 
ing, in the way of restraint and guid- 
ance, on the master principles of 
human nature, in their strongholds; 
the wearied children of this world’s 
love drawn to the feet of the Incar- 
nate Teacher and to the shrine of 
the Divine Comforter; the philoso- 
phy of earth culminating in the 
revelations of heaven; and the 
choicest spirits of the age renewing 
their strength at the spring-head of 
Mind, and consecrating their genius 
and their knowledge in the life-giving 
presence of their Saviour. We are 
willing, for the sake of ends so noble 
in themselves, so intimately connect- 
ed with our largest and dearest 
hopes of the world, to lose much of 
the stereotyped preaching which is to 
many not less sacred than the ark of 
the eovenant was to the Hebrew 
worshipers. We need not change 
any doctrines in our creed ; but we 
do want the doctrines which our 
fathers put into their creeds drawn 
out as fresh waters from a fountain. 
Truth is as old as eternity. The 
rudimental truths of religion have 
been in our world as long as there 
have been men, ‘The special truths 
of Christianity, shrouded in the sym- 
bols of ancient prophecy and Judean 
worship, have been given to mankind 
in the lucid narratives and epistles of 
inspired messengers. The teachers 
who, through the half-hundred gene- 
rations that have since passed, un- 
folded these truths to the Church, 
may be considered as to have served 
their times; but the time we live in, 
as it appears to us, demands a mode 
of presenting the truths of the Gos- 
pel — the ancient and catholic truths 
— which we believe to be more prim- 
itive; whether so or not, certainly 
more adapted to engage the active 
mind of the most actively thinking 
community that ever lived. While 


some of our preachers complain that at for praying. 
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scientific lectures and literature, and 
numerous forms of association for 
mutual culture, are depriving the 
pulpit of the exclusive influence 
which it once enjoyed, it may not be 
amiss to remind them that the hu- 
man, the intellectual, and the esthet- 
ic in the pulpit, must not lag behind 
the exercise of these same qualities 
into her spheres of mental labor. 


—_—_— 


Prayer. 


‘““ WHATSOEVER ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, he will give it you.” — Joun 
23: 16. 

Wuite prayer has this promise, it 
is yet often difficult to bring men to 
speak to God of their affairs. The 
man calling himself Christian may 
be rebuked by the faith of the idola- 
ter who will undertake nothing with- 
out asking the help of his God. So 
long as men can touch bottom and 
feel their way along, no storm can 
drive them to pray for aid. It is 
only when the elements overpower 
them, that men look to the God of 
the elements. Men suddenly caught 
in the arms of a midnight fire, pray 
God for mercy. Men cut down in 
battle, burden the air with the cry, 
more earnest than the sounds of 
death-missiles, that God may have 
mercy on their souls. Men pray 
when nothing but prayer can save 
them. Prayer is busy when disease 
and death are busy. But is it not 
manly also to say prayers in health? 
Fair weather, not a storm, is most 
favorable to honest prayer. There 
is something cowardly in a man’s 
scorning God’s help all his life —to 
live prayerless in prosperity — and 
then beg mercy when sorrow smites 
the soul. It is false manliness that 
bids a man never bend his knees 
before God till the knees are bent by 
the blows of misfortune. It is 
mauly for one to dare to be laughed 
The jeers of fools 
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do not move a man to leave off talk- 
ing with God— though the smiles 
of angels may bid him continue it. 
It is a brutal course that dares turn 
away from God. It is brutal if one 
will not turn and thank his benefac- 
tor. It is not human to refuse to 
speak to one’s best friend. If one 
be, as it were, past hope in every 
other respect, if he continues to pray, 
and has manliness enough left not to 
dare to leave off praying, there is yet 
great hope for him; for if a man is 
linked to God only by the single 
wire of prayer, God may, as on a 
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looking at an illusion—the real end 
is but a few paces in advance, 

You are not sure, therefore, how 
much time is before you. Is it not 
safest to seize the present? Now 
look with me past yonder guide. 
board, at the point where two roads 
separate. A blind man has, by mis. 
take, taken the one which you know 
will constantly lead him away from 
the place he wishes to reach. You 
shout to him and tell him of his 
error, and that he must turn back 
and take the other road; but he 
carelessly exclaims: “Time enough.” 


telegraphic line, send messages of Do you not think him foolish as 


peace to the soul. God forbid that 
men should find time to toil in fields 
or on the way, or in bargaining, or 
in vain talk, or in complaint, and 
find no time to ask -God to teach 
them better methods of life, find no 
time to ask God about heaven and 
the way to get there. — Christian 
Mirror. 


. “Time Enough Yet.” 


“ Tuere is time enough!” Do 
you think so? Remember, if you 
make a mistake in your calculations, 
your sincerity in the mistake will 
not avert the inevitable calamity, 
any more than your mistake in car- 
time would prevent the cars leaving 
you. Do you soberly think you 
can afford any delay in becoming a 
Christian? Look at the matter ere 
you carelessly say : “ Time enough.” 
Glimpses into the future are often 
deceptive. A large mirror, placed 
at the end of an apartment, causes 
the room to appear double its real 
length ; you try to walk to its ex- 
treme end, and you walk into the 
mirror itself. The last half is an ¢/- 
lusion. Such, sometimes, nay, often, 
are our views of the future. It 
seems to stretch away a long, long 
distance before us, but, alas! we are 


well as blind to proceed, when every 
step must be retraced? The sooner 
he makes a pause, the better, for his 
return will be easier. Friend, do 
you not hear the voices of many 
exclaiming, “ You are in the wrong 
road,” and bidding youtoturn? Can 
~ turn too soon? Do you remem- 

er in early life, when coasting, how 
the sled, at first starting at gentle 
speed, accelerated, till at length it 
seemed almost to fly over the ice 
and snow? If, just as you were 
starting from the brow of the hill, a 
friend had given warning of some 
danger below, how readily you could 
have turned the sled and escaped in- 
jury ! Suppose you had said, “I 
shall have time enough to turn when 
I get further down;” when at length 
you come in sight of the danger, 
your sled is whizzing at a furious 
speed. You are liable now to turn 
into danger as much as out of it, for 
you can see nothing distinctly. You 
turn with difficulty, and at the risk 
of great injury. Friend, the broad 
road is slippery. It is trodden hard 
by thousands that have gone on be- 
fore. Our evil nature passes down 
its slippery surface with accelerating 
swiftness. It is easier to turn now 
than even a month hence.— Cong. 
Journal. 





